
A study of Albert Camus' view on the meaning of life by 

referring to his novel "The Plague" 

Albert Camus concept of absurdity states that human existence is fundamentally chaotic and 

meaningless. Despite this appraisal of existence, Camus tirelessly campaigned for human rights 

at a time when many intellectuals ignored the atrocities perpetrated by ideological compatriots. 

Scholars admire Camus courage and foresight, but few have attempted to systematically examine 

Camus philosophical development of values. Some critics argue that Camus writings take the 

form of a philosophical meditation in which Camus conducted an analysis of existence through 

the medium of fictional creation. This meditation, which likens to a Platonic Camus, allowed 

Camus to establish a foundation of values that remained consistent with the logic of the absurd 

and fostered an appreciation of present reality. This study examines Camus mediation by 

emphasizing the components that are present in his novel The Plague. Camus ultimately arrives 

at an aesthetic theory in which he equates beauty with the common dignity of mankind. 


